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‘Abdu’l-Bahd, in a speech on the Bahd'i teacher's qualifications states emphatically the
following:

A Bahd'i teacher should have sociability and affability. He should be the essence of
sanclity and holiness. He should have conversance. He himself should have been
affected by the divine teachings. He should have knowledge and should be informed.
His heart should be a treasury of the jewels of the Jove of God. His soul should be
vibrated by the fragrances of God. He should be the embodiment of human altributes
and divine attribules. He should possess the faculty of self-explanation and
illustrations. He should be eloquent and fluent. To every city he goes he should
associate with the eminent people and with the poor. He should neither be a rigid
saint nor an irreligious liberal, until all those who associate with him will see that this
person is a spiritual, religious, heavenly, perfect. knowledgeable and excellent learned
man. He should associate with every sect and should keep abreast and harmonise
them until he has an influence amongst them and becomes established and rooted
within them. He should be like the breeze of the Holy Spirit wafting over their dead
bodies. He should open his eyes and investigate about the souls and see what ideas
they have and into which directions they are heading and unto what dogmas they are
clinging - then he talks, that they will approach nearer and nearer and accept the Faith,
but the greatest thing among all these subjects is the Bahd'i teacher’s own state and
condition. He should always be like a shining candle. This Cause of God needs
teachers. They should always move from land to land. And those teachers who are
knowledgeable and ablaze should be in their travelling like the breezes of the Spring
which give life to the trees, while the Autumn winds bring destruction and extinction.
For two hundred years, all thoughts should be confined to teaching the Faith. Yes, to
look afier the weak and Lo teach the children and to take care of the poor and to
administer the internal affairs are all existing work, yel they should not be given such
attention that teaching the Faith will be forgotien and the affairs of the teaching
spheres be left aside. Nay, the work of teaching the Cause should be performed and
training the Bah4'f teachers should be instituted and they should be dispatched far and
wide to all parts of the world and to all peoples of humanity. Literature of Baha'l
proofs and sacred thoughts should be produced and published for the propagation of
the Cause. Then after the world has come under the shadow of the Word of God, the
accomplishment of other things follows.

Tollkol Cadogon Gaaden
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